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Scientists have discovered an ancient whale whose bite ripped huge chunks of flesh out of
other whales about 12 million years ago — and they’ve named it after the author of “Moby Dick.”

The prehistoric sperm whale grew to between 13 and 18 meters long, not unusual by today’s
standards. But unlike modern sperm whales, Leviathan melvillei, named for Herman Melville,
had vicious, tusklike teeth some 36 cm long.

The ancient beast evidently dined on other whales, researchers said in Thursday’s issue of the
journal Nature. They report finding a skull of the beast in a Peruvian desert.

The researchers named it in tribute to the 19th-century author and his classic tale of the great
white whale, which includes frequent digressions on natural history that punctuate the action.
“There is a chapter about fossils,” one of the paper’s authors, Oliver Lambert of the Natural
History Museum in Paris, said. “Melville even mentions some of the fossils that I studied for my
Ph.D. thesis.”

Anthony Friscia, a paleontologist at the University of California, Los Angeles, who wasn’t
involved in the discovery, said scattered finds of huge fossilized teeth had long hinted at the
ancient whale’s existence. But without a skull to fit them in, the creature’s shape, size and
feeding habits remained a mystery.

“The fact that they have found the entire jaw — well, almost the entire skull — is what’s pretty
unprecedented,” he said.
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1. Moby Dick
2. Herman Melville
3. Oliver Lambert
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A-6  For distress traffic by radiotelephony, when establishing communications, calls shall be
prefixed by the distress signal MAYDAY.
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A-7 Installations of any ship station shall be capable, once communication is established, of
changing from transmission to reception and vice versa in as short a time as possible.
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A-8 Every ship, while at sea, shall maintain a radio watch for broadcasts of maritime safety
information on the appropriate frequency or frequencies on which such information is
broadcast for the area in which the ship is navigating.
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A-9 When closing the radio station, the radio operator designated as having primary
responsibility for radio communications during distress incidents should check that the
reserve sources of energy are sufficiently charged.
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: What would you ( 7 )tohave( A ) dinner?
: I want something ( 7 ).

: How (= ) stew, then?

: That (4 ) great.
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1. about 2. for 3. like 4. hears

5. sounds 6. warm 7. with
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Itisvery ( 7 )today.Iam( « )about( ¥ )myferry( = )sail( 4 )time.
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5. wind 6. windy 7. worried
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Masters of ships ( 7 ) have embarked persons in distress ( -/ ) sea shall ( 7 ) them
with ( = ), within the ( 4 ) and limitations of the ship.

1. above 2. at 3. capabilities 4. humanity

5. remove 6. treat 7. who

(CRA303-3)



