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The decommissioned icebreaker Shirase was handed over to its new owner, the forecasting
company Weathernews Inc., after 25 years of service supporting Japan’s Antarctic expeditions.
The vessel will go on display in Tokyo Bay at the port of Funabashi in Chiba Prefecture in early
May. Its successor, also named the Shirase, is participating in the current Antarctic expedition.

Weathernews is planning to hold various events on such topics as climate change and other
environmental issues aboard the ship.

“We’d like to designate the ship as a symbol of global thinking on the environment,” Hiroyoshi
Ishibashi, president of Weathernews, said in a handover ceremony at the Maritime Self-Defense
Force’s Yokosuka base in Kanagawa Prefecture.

As Japan’s third icebreaker, following the Soya and the Fuji, the venerable 11,600-ton vessel
carried about 1,400 expedition members to Antarctica in 25 expeditions starting in 1983.

After it was decommissioned in 2008, candidates applied to purchase the vessel but a deal was
not struck at that time due to disagreements over the price.

The government decided in October 2008 to scrap the vessel.

Potential buyers were then sought again last summer partly because of falls in metal prices as
well as public calls for its preservation.
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A-6  On receiving a safety message, the radio operator on watch should note its content and act in
accordance with the master’s instructions.
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A-7 There shall be available at all times, while the ship is at sea, a supply of electrical energy
sufficient to operate the radio installations and to charge any batteries used as part of a reserve
source or sources of energy for the radio installations.
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A-8 Radio stations shall be obliged to accept, with absolute priority, distress calls and messages
regardless of their origin, to reply in the same manner to such messages, and immediately to
take such action in regard thereto as may be required.
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A-9 Vessels making a distress alert relay or a distress call relay should ensure that a suitable coast
station or rescue coordination center is informed of any distress communications previously

exchanged.
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A : What presents will you buy in this port?
: Thavenot ( 7 ) ( 4 ) but ( 7 ) like to buy one of the local ( = ).
A : That’s a good ( 4 ). I think I'll do the same.
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I have been ( 7 ) to call the ship station of Miura Maru but am not ( 4 ) any ( 7 ). Perhaps
its receiver ( = ) out of ( A4 ).
1. correspondence 2. getting 3. 18 4. order
5. reply 6. run 7. trying
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In the maritime mobile ( 7 ), the frequency 490 kHz is ( 1 ) exclusively for the transmission
(7 ) coast stations of meteorological and navigational warnings and ( = ) information to ships
by ( 4 ) of narrow-band direct-printing telegraphy.
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