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A launching ceremony took place Wednesday in Maizuru, Kyoto Prefecture, for Shirase, Japan’s
newest icebreaker for Antarctic expeditions. Taking the name of its predecessor, the Shirase is
Japan’s fourth icebreaker and scheduled to go on its first voyage in November 2009 after interior
work on it is completed next May.

The 12,500-ton ship, which i1s 138 meters long and 28 meters wide, 1s slightly larger than its
predecessor and has top level ice-breaking capabilities. It can move at 3 knots, breaking up ice 1.5
meters thick. The new ship uses seawater to clear the snow on the ice, allowing it to move
smoothly for better fuel-efficiency, and has a double-walled fuel tank to prevent leaks.

The participants in the launching ceremony included Maizuru citizens, members of the
Maritime Self-defense Force, which owns the ship, and others involved in Antarctic expeditions.

The previous Shirase, Japan’s third icebreaker after the Soya and Fuji, completed 25 years of
service on its return to Tokyo at the end of its final mission on April 12. An Australian ship will be
chartered for Japanese expeditions in the Antarctic until the new Shirase enters service.
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A-6 The frequency 156.8 MHz is the international distress, safety and calling frequency for
radiotelephony for stations of the maritime mobile service. This frequency may be used by
aircraft stations for safety purposes only.
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A-7  Ship stations open to public correspondence should, as far as possible during their hours of
service, keep watch on 2,182 kHz.
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A-8 The emission power of the marking signals shall be limited to the minimum value necessary

for effective operation of the signaling.
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A-9 The frequencies of transmission assigned to each coast station shall be indicated in the List of
Coast Stations. The list also indicates any other useful information concerning the service
performed by each coast station.
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I have ( 7 ) (4 ) in the engine room. I have ( 7 ) all my engines.
Please ( = )( A4 ) afireboat.
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In the maritime mobile service, safety messages shall ( 7 ) be ( A ) to all stations. In
( 7 ), however,they( — )be( £ )toa( A4 ) station.

1. addressed 2. addressing 3. any case 4. generally
5. may 6. particular 7. some cases
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