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East Japan Railway Co.(JR East) now plans to launch Japan’s fastest bullet train service with a
top speed of 320 kph on the Tohoku Shinkansen Line between Tokyo and Aomori at the end of the
2010 fiscal year, railway industry sources said Thursday. The 320 kph speed is almost the same as
that of the French national railways’ TGV trains — currently the world’s fastest conventional
trains.

JR East had earlier planned to operate Tohoku Shinkansen bullet trains at a top speed of 360
kph upon the start of service on the 100-km extension from Hachinohe Station to Shin-Aomori
Station, both in Aomori Prefecture. JR East abandoned the original plan because of environmental
problems relating to noise and vibration. Instead, it decided to reduce the speed to 320 kph.

The new bullet train service will cover the 730 km between Tokyo and Shin-Aomori stations in
about three hours — a key point when competing with air services. More travelers are said to prefer
aircraft to trains if the travel time exceeds three hours.

JR East has been testing the Fastech 360 train on the Tohoku Shinkansen Line since June 2005
in a bid to achieve 360 kph.
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A-6 Ship stations should, where practicable, maintain watch on 156.8 MHz when within the
service area of a coast station providing international maritime mobile radiotelephone service
in the band 156-174 MHz.
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A-7 Before transmitting on the frequency 156.8 MHz, a station shall listen on this frequency for
a reasonable period to make sure that no distress traffic is being sent. This rule does not apply

to stations in distress.
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A-8 The radiotelephone distress procedure shall consist of the alarm signal (whenever possible)
followed by the distress call and the distress message.
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A-9 The frequency 2,182 kHz may also be used:
a) for call and reply.
b) by coast stations to announce the transmission, on another frequency, of traffic lists.
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