CRAS509

An old fisherman on a small boat was rescued in the East China Sea after going missing for 15
days. According to the Japan Coast Guard, he had gone fishing alone aboard his boat from the
village of Uken on Amami-Oshima Island in Kagoshima Prefecture on the morning of May 21 and
failed to return by nightfall.

On Thursday morning, a fishing boat from Naha rescued the old fisherman from a small boat
that was drifting about 300 km southwest of Uken. He was taken to Aguni, an Okinawan island
near where he was found, and on to a hospital in Tomigusuku on Okinawa in the evening. He told
doctors that his boat had started drifting three days after going to sea and he was unable to sleep
for days because of high waves from a typhoon.

The coast guard found the fisherman’s small boat on Thursday evening near Aguni. The boat
showed no sign of any collision but was nearly out of fuel and the battery was dead, officials said.
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A-6 A-9

A-6  The distress call shall have absolute priority over all other transmissions.
absolute priority

A- Distress traffic consists of all messages relating to the immediate assistance required by the
mobile station in distress.
require

A-8 The station in distress may impose silence either on all stations of the mobile service in
the area or on any station which interferes with the distress traffic.
impose silence

A-9 Ifitis believed to be essential, any station of the mobile service near the ship, aircraft or other
vehicle in distress may also impose silence.
if it is believed to be essential
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A
B
A I'm very ( ). Is there ( ) cold to ( )?
B ( ) about a glass ( ) cold water?
1. anything 2. drink 3. in 4. of 5. thirsty
6. how 7. what things
B
5
Our ship ( ) ( ) for the port ( ) eight knots. We should be ( ) to reach it
on ( ) at five o'clock in the evening.
1. able 2. ata speed of 3. at speed 4. can 5. is
6. sailing 7. schedule
B
The safety signal ( ) that the station is ( ) to ( ) a message ( ) an
important navigational ( ).
1. containing 2. going 3. indicates 4. sending 5. showed
6. transmit 7. warning
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