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Nicaragua is trying to revive a centuries-old dream of building an interocean canal. Experts say that the
project could take 11 years to build, cost $40 billion and require digging about 200 km of waterway. The
government is seeking approval of a canal linking the Pacific to the Atlantic in a nation that doesn't even yet have
a paved road connecting the two oceans. And some congressmen are calling for a cool head and a careful
consideration of costs and benefits, both environmenta and economic.

Just as the Panama Canal was a product of growing U.S. power at the start of the 20th century, the Nicaragua
project is an expression of China's growing influence around the world. Some are concerned, however, that while
Chinasrecord in big infrastructure projects is solid, its environmental record is not so good.

Nicaragua, like Panama, which is currently expanding its own canal to handle wider ships, has lots of water.
But much of the country’'s water is earmarked for human use, and its lush rivers are too environmentally sensitive
to be simply dredged into waterways or dammed to provide water to operate locks. Panama faced few such
restrictions in the early 1900s when its canal was built.

And then there is the question of economics. Nicaragua's canal would have to be more than three times longer
than Panama's, which cuts through Central America's narrowest point and Eduardo Lugo, a Panamanian expert,
said the length would tend to make the project less competitive: "It's very long, both to dredge it and maintain it.
That is going to require high maintenance costs!" The Nicaraguan canal's promoters argue that they could
capture 4.5 percent of world maritime freight traffic and earn 22 percent profits by 2025. Promoters say the
Nicaraguan canal has a key advantage: It is not all artificial. The huge Lake Nicaragua sits separated from the
Pacific by a thin strip of land. Once inside, big oceangoing freighters could travel about 80 km on the lake's
waters before going through a pair of locks, and into a waterway dug across the waist of the country to the low,

swampy Atlantic coast.
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A-1 What do we know about plansto build a canal in Nicaragua?
1. The latest plan isto revive acanal that is centuries old.
2. Thefirst plans for a canal in Nicaragua were made 11 years ago.
3. There have been discussions about building a canal for hundreds of years.

A-2 Why are some experts concerned about China's involvement in the project?
1. They believe that China has a poor environmental record.
2. They are concerned that Chinais becoming too influential around the world.
3. Itisaconcern that China has no experience of large infrastructure projects.

A-3  Which of these is a big difference between the building of the Nicaragua and Panama canals?
1. Panama did not have enough water for construction at that time.
2. Builders of the Panama Canal also had to make water available for human use.
3. These days more attention is paid to the environmental effects of construction.

A-4  According to Eduardo Lugo, what will be the most likely effect of the greater length of the Nicaraguan
cana?
1. A longer canal will be much more profitable.
2. The extralength of canal will increase its running costs.
3. A long canal will be less competitive because it must cross Central America's narrowest point.

A-5 Why do promoters of the canal believe that its length will not be such a big problem?
1. The new canal will be completely artificial.
2. The Atlantic coast of Nicaraguaislow and swampy.
3. Shipswill be able to sail across the natural waters of Lake Nicaragua.
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A-6 Every ship shal be provided with a search and rescue locating device capable of operating either in the 9
GHz band or on frequencies dedicated for AlS, which shall be so stowed that it can be easily utilized.
000 dedicate DOOO0O AlS(Automatic Identification System) DOOO0OOO sow 00000

0000 Whatisthe main operationa requirement of a ship's search and rescue |locating device?
1. The device shall be able to work either in the 9 GHz band or on assigned frequencies for AlS.
2. The device shall be able to operate in the 9 GHz band assigned for AlS.
3. The device shall utilize neither the 9 GHz band nor frequencies for AlS.

A-7 Before transmitting, a station shall take precautions to ensure that its emissions will not interfere with
transmissions already in progress; if such interference is likely, the station shall await an appropriate break in
the communications in progress.

0000 What should astation do if itsemissions are likely to cause interference with transmissions already in
progress?
1. A station shall continue with communication for as long as possible.
2. A station shall request the suspension of transmissions already in progress.
3. A station shall wait for a suitable pause in the communications in progress before transmitting.

A-8 When it is necessary for a station to make test signals, for the adjustment of a transmitter before making a
cal, such signals shall be kept to aminimum but in any event, shall not exceed ten seconds, and shall include
the call sign or other identification of the station emitting the test signals.

000 inanyevent 00000000

0000 What should astation do when making atest signal for the adjustment of atransmitter before making a
call?
1. A station shall always transmit test signals and adjust transmitters before making a call.
2. Test signals shall be a maximum of ten seconds in length and include some form of identification.
3. Such test signals shall always be longer than ten seconds and include the call sign of the station
emitting the test signals.

A-9 Practical training to the General Operator Certificate should be given in operational techniques for receiver
and transmitter adjustment for the appropriate mode of operation, including digital selective calling and
direct-printing telegraph.
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0000 Whatkind of practical training to the General Operator Certificate should be given?
1. Practical training should only be given in operational techniques for transmitter adjustment using
digital selective calling.
2. Practical training should be given in operational techniques for receiver and transmitter adjustment in
such modes as digital selective calling and direct-printing telegraph.
3. Practical training should be given for all operationa techniques except digital selective calling and
direct-printing telegraph modes of operation.
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Many amazing creatures live in the ocean deeps. A deep-seacreature ( [0 ) at Toba Aquarium in Mie
Prefecture hasn't eatenfor ([0 ) four years. Called anisopod, itwas( [ ) tothe aguarium from the
Gulf of Mexico in September 2007. It remains a mystery why it has stayed healthy ( O )its( 0O )

of food.
1. brought 2. cultivate 3. despite
4. drawn 5. kept 6. lack
7. over 8. poor 9. though
10. upper
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Last March, the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism revealed a prototype lifeboat
( O ) would be used to survive a tsunami. This lifeboat has been designedto ( [ ) the lives of
elderly people and young children who can not evacuate easily (0 ) higher ground. It is 8.4 meters
long, 3 meters wide and 3 meters ( 0 ) and can accommodate 25 people. It is airtight and can turn
upright again after ( O ) upside down.

1. height 2. protect 3. protest
4. sailing 5. such 6. tall

7. that 8. to 9. turning
10. up
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When an aeronautical station hasbeen ( [0 ) establish contact ( [ ) an aircraft station after calls
on the frequencies on which the aircraft ( [0 ) to belistening, it shall request aircraft ( 0O ) to
establish communication with the aircraft and relay traffic, ( O ).

1. if necessary 2. if possible 3. isbelieved

4. issupported 5. on 6. ontheroad

7. ontheroute 8. unableto 9. unaccustomed to
10. with
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